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Social Venture Partners adds Staff, Improves Engagement Quality, 

Appoints New Board
PROVIDENCE, RI – Social Venture Partners Rhode Island (SVPRI), a nonprofit organization of social investors and change-makers committed to investing their time, money and business skills to help nonprofit organizations build sustainable businesses, today announces the addition of a Program Manager and the appointment of new board members.  SVPRI provides a wide range of services to Rhode Island’s most experienced non-profits, such as Amos House (www.amoshouse.com) and Crossroads Rhode Island (www.crossroadsri.org).  Its partners also help social entrepreneurs like Teny Gross at The Institute for the Study and Practice of Non-Violence (www.nonviolenceinstitute.org) and Ray DePasquale at The Cookie Place fund and grow their social enterprises.
New Program Manager
Kelly Ramirez has been appointed as SVPRI’s Program Manager, responsible for developing a central forum for social enterprise in the State and connecting to the broad group of grantors, non-profit managers and social entrepreneurs. Ramirez was formerly the manager of Social Enterprise at the University of Michigan’s William Davidson Institute where she developed and directed global social enterprise programs for NGOs, corporations and foreign non-profits, including the Ford Foundation, the European Commission, USAID, the State Department, Whirlpool and Roche.  Ms. Ramirez is a lecturer of social enterprise at the University of Michigan, where she also received Master degrees in Public Policy and Urban Planning.  She began her career with the U.S. Foreign Service.  Ms. Ramirez recently moved to Rhode Island with her husband, a professor of finance at Bryant University.

“We are thrilled to have someone of Kelly’s caliber help SVPRI tackle the opportunities for social enterprise,” said SVPRI Board Chairman Chuck Holland.  “We’re sure that her experience in coalition building, fundraising, and partner development will help strengthen SVPRI and the local agencies and professionals we serve.”

Other News
Rhode Island native and consultant to global non-profit initiatives and organizations, Melindah Sharma, has joined SVPRI as an associate partner and operational consultant.  She is currently providing support to three engagements with Newport’s Maher Center (www.mahercenter.org), The Institute for the Study and Practice of Non-Violence and Cookie Place.  Ms. Sharma, a product development consultant to pharmaceutical companies, is also providing operational expertise to SVPRI to improve engagement quality and build core partner tools and resources.  A graduate of Harvard University, Ms. Sharma lives in Portsmouth, RI.  

SVPRI also announces board elections, which include on-going terms for members Susan A. Keller of Edwards, Angell, Palmer & Dodge, Tobias Lederberg of Hinkley Allen Snyder, and Tony Silbert of Innovation Partners International.  New members include Stan DeAngelis of DeAngelis Business Development and Ellen Donahue-Dalton of Dalton Marketing Group.  SVP veteran Chuck J. Holland remains board chairman.
About SVPRI
Social Venture Partners Rhode Island (SVPRI) is an organization of committed leaders who help Rhode Island's nonprofit agencies become more effective and sustainable. 

SVPRI partners are united by a desire to make a difference in Rhode Island and a belief that leveraging our dollars with our time and expertise will maximize our impact in helping those in our community in need.   Established in 2002 with the support of the Rhode Island Foundation, SVPRI is part of an international network of over 1700 partners in 24 cities and three countries who have given more than $21.6 million in cash and six times that amount in in-kind contributions to over 230 nonprofit organizations. 
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